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This listing of claims will icplace all prior versions, and UstingP, of claims ui Hie 
application: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1, (Currently Amended): A polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber. 

comprising: 

a core; 

a clad layer suttounding the core, the clad layer including a large number of thin 
holes extendixvg along the axis of the fiber, the Hun holes being ananged in a CfystaUine 

jK^nnation; and 

an over clad layer surrounding the clad layer, 

wherein the over clad layer has a marking portion for indicating a polarization plane 
to be maintained^ 

'^«!r^ tjip ^^^^ 

2. (Original): The polarization-maiirtaining photonic crystal fiber of claim 1, 
wherein the maikingportion is madeofamaterialhavingaieftactive index dif&^^ 

that of the material of the over clad layer. 

3. (Original): Ihe polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber of claim 1, 
wherein the maddng portion is a hole extending along the axis of the fiber. 

Please add Hie following new claims: 

4. (New): The polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber of cUrim 1, 
wherein said marldng portion is spaced ^art ftom said thin holes in said clad layer. 
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5. (New): The polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber of daim 4, 
wherein said marking portion is spaced apart fioro said clad layer. 

6. (New): The polarization-maintdimng photonic crystal fiber of claim 5, 
wherein said clad layer has a substantially circular cross section. 

7. (New): The pohirization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber of claim 3, 
wherein said working portion is a pair of opposing holes in said over dad layer spaced apart 
fix>m said clad layer. 

8. (New): The polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber of clahn 3, 
wherein said working portion is a single hole in said over dad layer spaced apart ftom said 
dad layer. 
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